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Which technologies and tools 

do you use for synchronous and 

mobile learning and teaching?



Apps

SkypeMOOCs

Online 
courses





How can we use technology to do 
things that we cannot do in any 

other way?



Synchronous 
anonymous 
online role play

Cornelius, Gordon and Harris, 2011



Cornelius, Marston and Gemmell, 2011

SMS Flood disaster simulation



Managing multiple classes



Distributed
learning

• Fac

Face to face
Video conferencing
Collaborative tools



Which challenges 

does synchronous and mobile 

learning and teaching create for 
teachers?



Learner-centered teaching
Putting learner first

• Engaging learners in learning (‘hard, 
messy work’)

• Motivating learners by putting them in 
control

• Encouraging collaboration within a 
learning community

• Providing opportunities for reflection 
on learning

• Paying explicit attention to learning 
skills

Doyle (2008) 
Weimer (2013)



Teaching and learning challenges

1. Building relationships

2. Issues of power and control



International collaborative learning

Finland

Aberdeen

Stephenson and Cornelius, 2014



Teaching and learning challenges

1. Building relationships – shared understandings 
of teaching approaches, developing social presence, 
trust and reciprocity

2. Issues of power and control – learner ‘control’, 
invisibility of interactions



Facilitators’ experiences       Learners experiences

Cornelius, 2014

Cornelius and Gordon, 2012

http://www.webex.co.uk/


Don’t put me on 
the spot with an 

academic question, 
my mind goes blank

I don’t like giving out 
personal information in 

a public forum, e.g. 
what I did on my 

holidays…I felt under 
pressure to join in and 
this turned me off in 

terms of participation

This has probably 
been the most 

stressful part of the 
course for me…we 
make plans, they 

don’t turn up

It creates a level of 
stress that possibly 
you [tutors] aren’t 

aware of 

Minimalists

Privacy and respect

Building relationships



I needed to have control

I definitely make sure, even in [a] bossy or more 
pushy way, that everybody has at least their 

chance to speak

try to be …consistent

[learners] would 
normally have more 

responsibility […] face 
to face



Control and power

• Complex multi-modal environment 

– Sometimes induces a retreat to ‘tutor-led’ 
approaches to deal with complex demands or 
unexpected problems

– Difficult to understand learners’ experience and 
get feedback



Control and power: software

–Classroom metaphor

• learner expectations and experiences

–Access/permission issues 
• moderator ‘in charge’, has power to enable/disable

– Language/terminology 

• ‘randomly distribute’, ‘drag’ 

I think [allowing participants to 
move themselves to rooms] gives 
participants autonomy as well, to 

know that you can do that 
yourself, instead of someone 

taking you 



Teaching and learning challenges

1. Building relationships – respect and privacy, 
managing minimalists, retreat to teacher-centred
approaches

2. Issues of power and control – giving learners 
control, software issues



Synchronous

Mobile

BlendedFace to face

Online
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